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state. These conditions cannot be transferred to other situations.

The habitation proper to one description of vegetable or animal

families would be intolerable and speedily fatal to others. Even

when, as in many parts of the two hemispheres, and on the contrary

side of the equator, there is apparently a similarity of climate, we

find not an identity, but only an analogy of animal and vegetable

species.””

The opinions expressed in these remarks of a learned and most

exemplary divine have met with violent opposition from some preju

diced minds; but the more these views are examined the more self

evident they become: whence Sir Charles Lyell's observation, that

naturalists have been led “to adopt, very generally, the doctrine of

Specific Centres; or, in other words, to believe that each species,

whether of plant or animal, originated in a single birthplace.”t

De Candolle has suggested twenty-seven of these independent

regions for plants, and the Rev. J. S. Henslow forty-five.

For the inferior animals, Dr. Prichard, a distinguished Christian

physiologist and philosopher, proposes seven regions; Mr. Swainson,

five; Professor Hitchcock, eleven; Mr. Waterhouse also eleven, but

with some geographical differences; and Sir Charles Lyell, Professor

Agassiz, and many, if not nearly all, of the continental zoologists of

the present day, are united in sentiment on this principle. How

gratuitous—how unjust, therefore—it is to attempt to brand as

infidels those who adopt an opinion irresistibly derived from an

examination of the truths of Nature, and which has the sanction and

support of such names as those we have enumerated.

It is necessary, however, to add, that most of these authorities

make the human species an exception, and the sole exception to this

doctrine of independent creations.{–Dr. Morton.

A NEW MAN.

WE find it attested, in the Correspondence of Berlin, that at the

end of 1850, a stranger was picked up in a small village of the dis

trict of Lebas, near Frankfort-on-the-Oder, whither he had wandered

no one could tell whence. He spoke German imperfectly, and had

all the marks of Caucasian origin. On being questioned by the bur

gomaster of Frankfort, the stranger said his name was Jophar Vorin,

and that he came from a country called Laxaria, situated in the por

tion of the world called Sakria. He understands, it is affirmed, none

of the European languages (except, we must suppose, the broken

German), but reads and writes what he calls the Laxarian and

Abramian tongues. The latter he declares to be the written language

of the clerical order in Laxaria, and the other the common language

of his people. He says that his religion is Christian in form and

* Rev. J. Pye Smith. The Relation of the Holy Scriptures and Geological

Science, p. 48.

+ Principles ofº: . 608.

f Prof. Agassiz and Dr. Kººn adopt the opinion of Specific Centres in the

case of man.
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doctrine, and that it is called Ispatian. Laxaria he represents to be

many hundred miles from Europe, and separated by vast oceans from

it. His purpose in coming to Europe, he alleges, was to seek a long

lost brother; but he suffered shipwreck on the voyage—where, he

does not know—nor can he trace his route on shore on any map or

globe. He claims for his unknown race a considerable share of

geographical knowledge. The five great compartments of the earth

he calls Sakria, Aflar, Aslar, Auslar, and Euplar. The sages of

Frankfort-on-the-Oder, after much examination of the tale and its

bearer, believed it. However, Jophar Vorin was despatched to

Berlin, and there became the subject of much scientific and curious

gossip in the Prussian capital.

ABORIGINAL TRIBES OF INDIA.

MAJOR-GENERAL BRIgGs gives, as the result of his inquiries on the

several Aboriginal Tribes of India, the following conclusions:—First,

that they are of a stock essentially differing, in almost every cha

racter of a race, from the Caucasian-Hindu. That the whole have a

common origin; and though they may have come, as they probably

did at different times, both from the east and from the north, they

are all derived from the same great Tartar horde, and undoubtedly

inhabited India anterior to the invasion of that ancient and venerable

people the Hindús. The latter, proceeding eastward from Persia,

extended over the barbarous nations of India, and introduced their

laws, their civil institutions, and their language, at the same time

enslaving the aborigines wherever they settled. The exclusive rules

of caste forbade the intermixture of the two races; and this circum

stance alone suffices to account for the separation having continued

to exist for so lengthened a period.

While the Hindu branch of the Caucasian family proceeded east

ward, other portions of the same race spread themselves westward,

and became the progenitors of the present European race. They

subjected those they subdued to the yoke of slavery, as serfs of the

soil; they brought with them the Sanscrit or Indo-Germanic tongue;

and to them Europe owes the introduction of that system of muni

cipal administration which is the only true foundation of free insti

tutions and constitutional government.-Jameson's Journal, No. 102

—which see for details.

THE HUMAN IRIS.

MR. BERNARD F. BROADHURST, M.R.C.S., in a paper read to the

Royal Society, “On the Structure and Physiology of the Human Iris,”

commences by stating that the iris is an active fibro-cellular tissue, or

it may be considered to be a transition tissue from the ordinary fibro

cellular to the organic muscular: that it is a tissue differing from

every other in the body, being possessed of a motor power exceeding

that of any other tissue, yet differing in construction and appearance

of fibre from those other tissues, the types of motion.

He remarks that the microscope shows that the fibres of the iris
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